Assessment of Difficulties Associated with Endotracheal Intubation using Modified Mallampati and Upper Lip Bite Test.
This study was aimed at finding the parameters for prediction of difficulty in endotracheal intubation, that are easy to examine and that could better predict difficulty. The current observational prospective, cross sectional study was conducted in the department of Anaesthesia, Analgesia and Intensive Care Medicine, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical University (BSMMU), Dhaka, Bangladesh from March 2015 to September 2015 comprising 180 patient of both sexes requiring endotracheal intubation were arranged into two groups, Group A: Modified Mallampati test Group and Group B: Modified Mallampati & upper lip bite test group (combined) Assessment of difficulty in intubation was done by Cormack & Lehane direct Laryngoscopic grading. Outcome was measured as no difficulty or difficulty in intubation. In Group A 33 cases were true positive, 15 false negative, 26 false positive, 16 true negative. In Group B 53 cases were true positive, 1 false positive, 8 false negative, 28 true negative. The validity tests for Group A for evaluation of difficult intubation were indicated by sensitivity 55.9%, Specificity 51.6%, Accuracy 54.41%, Positive predictive value 68.8% and Negative predictive value 38.1%. The values for Group-B were 86.9%, 96.6%, 90.0%, 98.1% and 77.8% respectively. Combined modified Mallampati & Upper Lip Bite Test has definite value in the diagnosis of difficulty in intubation and can be regarded as sensitive & specific test for operative discrimination of the patient.